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ABSTRACT 
 
Mutiara. 2018. The Correlation between Vocabulary Knowledge and Reading 
Comprehension of Eight Grade Students SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. 
Published Thesis. Department of Language Education, Faculty of Teacher 
Training and Education, State Islamic Institute of Palangka Raya. Advisor 
(I) HJ. Apni Ranti, M. Hum; (II) Akhmad Ali Mirza, M.Pd 
 
Key  Words:   correlation,  vocabulary  knowledge,  reading   comprehension, 
descriptive text. 
 
 
The  aim  of  the  research  was  to  find  out:  the  correlation  between 
vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension of the eighth grade students of 
SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. This study was focus to find out the correlation 
between vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension of the eight grade 
students of SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. 
The research type was quantitative. In collecting the data, the researcher 
used test. The population of the study were the tenth grade   students of SMP 
Negeri 8 Palangkaraya. The sample of the study consisted of 110 students. The 
Method of sampling in this study was cluster random sampling. The technique of 
collecting data of vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension was test. 
The technique of data analysis used the Pearson product moment correlation. 
The research findings show that there is positive correlation between 
vocabulary knowledge  and  reading comprehension  of of  eight  grade  students 
SMPN  8  Palangka  Raya  (rxy   =  0.369  >  rtable   =  0.1984).  So,  the  alternative 
hypotesis (Ha) is accepted and null hypotesis (Ho) is rejected. The meaning of this 
statement is the vocabulary knowledge has positive relationship or influence to 
students’ reading comprehension even though the interval level is poor. 
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ABSTRAK 
 
Mutiara.   2018.   Hubungan   antara   Pengetahuan   Kosakata   dan   Pemahaman 
Membaca Siswa Kelas Delapan SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. Skripsi 
diterbitkan. Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa, Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Ilmu 
Keguruan, Institut Agama Islam Negeri Palangka Raya. Penasihat (I) HJ. 
Apni Ranti, M. Hum; (II) Akhmad Ali Mirza, M.Pd 
 
Kata Kunci: korelasi, pengetahuan kosakata, pemahaman bacaan, teks deskriptif. 
 
Tujuan   penelitian   ini   adalah   untuk   mengetahui:   korelasi   antara 
pengetahuan kosakata dan pemahaman bacaan siswa kelas VIII SMP Negeri 8 
Palangka Raya. Penelitian ini difokuskan untuk mengetahui hubungan antara 
pengetahuan kosakata dan pemahaman bacaan siswa kelas delapan SMP Negeri 8 
Palangka Raya. 
 
Jenis penelitian adalah kuantitatif. Dalam mengumpulkan data, peneliti 
menggunakan  tes.  Populasi  penelitian  adalah  siswa  kelas  X  SMP  Negeri  8 
Palangkaraya. Sampel penelitian terdiri dari 110 siswa. Metode pengambilan 
sampel dalam penelitian ini adalah cluster random sampling. Teknik pengumpulan 
data pengetahuan kosakata dan pemahaman bacaan adalah tes. Teknik analisis 
data menggunakan korelasi Pearson product moment. 
 
Hasil   penelitian   menunjukkan   bahwa   ada   korelasi   positif   antara 
pengetahuan kosakata dan pemahaman membaca siswa kelas delapan SMPN 8 
Palangka  Raya  (rxy   =  0.369>  rtabel   =  0.1984).  Jadi,  hipotesis  alternatif  (Ha) 
diterima dan hipotesis nol (Ho) ditolak. Arti dari pernyataan ini adalah 
pengetahuan   kosakata   memiliki   hubungan   positif   atau   pengaruh   terhadap 
pemahaman membaca siswa meskipun tingkat intervalnya buruk. 
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CHAPTER I 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A.  Background of the Study 
 
Language   is   a   fundamental   human   faculty   used   for   creative 
expression, face-to-face communication, scientific inquiry, and many other 
purposes. Most humans are born with the abilities to acquire language 
automatically and effortlessly if provided the right input by their environment. 
(Galderen, 2006 : p. 1) 
The students have to master the four basic language skills.  They are 
listening, reading, speaking and writing. Vocabulary is the important part in 
learning for all the skill in English; they are listening, speaking, reading and 
writing. Mastering vocabulary helps to avoid making mistakes in 
understanding. Vocabulary learning is the important aspect in learning foreign 
language. Student will improve much if they learn more word. 
Based on Ali (2010: p. 2) in his thesis reading is the act of interpreting 
printed and written word. Reading requires understanding or comprehending 
the means of printed matters. Through reading students acquire new ideas, 
obtain needed information, seek support for the ideas and broaden the interest. 
Students can also get the message that the writer had expressed. The ability to 
read helps distinguish human beings from other animals. 
Reading can be regarded as one of the most central skills in any 
 
language because it is a source of information and pleasure as well as a means 
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of strengthening knowledge of the language (Rashidi and Khosravi, 2010: p. 
 
81). 
 
Reading comprehension and vocabulary knowledge have a strong 
relationship. Sedita (2005: p. 69) who states that vocabulary knowledge is 
crucial in reading comprehension and determining how well students are in 
comprehending  the texts. In the regard to this matter, this study attempts to 
find out the comprehension of students’   reading ,   students’   vocabulary 
knowledge  and  the correlation  between  students’  reading  comprehension 
and  their vocabulary knowledge. 
Hirsch  (2003: p. 72)  found  that  knowing  at  least  90 percent  of 
the words  of  a  text  enables  the  reader  to  get  the main  idea  from the 
reading and guess correctly what many of the unfamiliar words mean, which 
will help them learn new words. 
Based on pre-observation, the researcher chose SMPN 8 Palangka 
Raya as site to do the research because some of the eighth grade students still 
have low vocabulary knowledge and still confused about how to understand 
reading passage, especially to read English descriptive text. 
Related to some of previous theories which mentioned that vocabulary 
knowledge of someone will influence his  comprehension in implementing 
English skills and add a student's vocabulary with reading, then the researcher 
is interested in doing a research to find the correlation between vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension of students. 
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Based on the explanantion above, the researcher is interested in 
proposing an undergraduate thesis entitled: THE CORRELATION 
BETWEEN VOCABULARY KNOWLEDGE AND READING 
COMPREHENSION   OF   EIGHT   GRADE   STUDENTS   OF   SMP 
NEGERI 8 PALANGKA RAYA. 
B.  Problem of the Study 
 
Is there any correlation between vocabulary knowledge and reading 
comprehension of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya? 
C.  Objective of the Study 
 
Based on the problem of the study above, objective of the study is to measure 
correlation  between  English  vocabulary  knowledge  and  reading 
comprehension of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya? 
D.  Hypothesis of the Study 
 
Hypothesis is temporary statement of writer product. The hypothesis are 
divided into two categories; they are Alternative Hypothesis and Null 
Hypothesis: 
1.   Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 
 
There is correlation between English vocabulary knowledge and reading 
comprehension. 
2.   Null Hypothesis (Ho) 
 
There  is  no  any  correlation  between  English  knowledge  and  reading 
comprehension. 
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E.  Assumption of the Study. 
 
The assumption of this study is English vocabulary knowledge have a 
significant correlation toward the students’ reading comprehension. 
F.  Scope and Limitation 
 
This study is focused on the correlation between vocabulary knowledge and 
reading comprehension. The topic of reading comprehension is about 
descriptive text. Then, the topics of vocabulary knowledge are knowing the 
meaning of word and synonym. In this study, the researcher took eighth grade 
students of SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya as the sample of this research. 
G. Significances of The Study 
 
This study has two major benefits, they are: theorical and practical. 
 
a.   Theorically is  to  find  the significant  correlation  between  vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension of the eighth grade students of 
SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. 
b.   Practically, the result of the study can give contribution to the teacher 
about correlation between vocabulary knowledge and reading 
comprehension of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 8 Palangka 
Raya. The study purpose to help the students solve their vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension. Furthermore, the result of this 
study is probably give support to the teacher and students in developing 
the correlation    between    vocabulary    knowledge    and    reading 
comprehension of descriptive text. 
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H. Definition of Key Terms 
 
a.   Correlation 
 
Correlation is connection two things or more in which one thing changes 
as the other does. 
b.   Vocabulary Knowledge 
 
Based on Nation (1990) proposed eight facets of vocabulary knowledge: 
(1) the written form of the word, (2) the spoken form of a word, (3) the 
associations  the word  has  with  other related  words,  (4) the  stylistic 
register constraints of the word, (5) the frequency of the word, (6) the 
collocation behavior of the word, (7) the conceptual meaning of the 
word, and (8) the grammatical behavior of the word. 
c.   Reading Comprehension 
 
Based on Burnes and Page (1991: p.47) quoted by Ronald Ershadi P, 
Muhammad Syarfi, Desri Maria (2012: p3), reading comprehension is a 
reading-thinking activity and as such relies for its success upon the level 
of intelligence of the reader, his or her speed of thinking, and ability to 
detect relationship. 
d.   Descriptive Text 
 
It  is  text  to  describe  a  particular  person,  place,  or  thing  (Hartono, 
 
2005:9). 
  
CHAPTER II 
 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
 
 
A.   Related Study 
 
Related to the study the researcher took some journals, they are: 
 
First, similar study has been conducted by Fajar Furqon (2013) 
Correlation Between Students’ Vocabulary Mastery And Their Reading 
Comprehension in this research has been discussed by many experts. The 
results  were compared  to  find  out  the  correlation between those variables. 
The findings showed that there was a strong correlation  between  students’ 
vocabulary  mastery  and   their  reading comprehension. The current study 
concluded that vocabulary mastery was contributive in helping the students to 
comprehend the texts. 
Similarity of Fajar furqon’s research with this research is same used 
two variable, the difference was used vocabulary knowledge. 
Second, study conducted by Yenni Rahmayani, Dra. Atni Prawati, 
M.Ed, Dra. Novitri, M.App.Ling (2017) The Correlation Between Reading 
Comprehension and Writing Ability on Descriptive Texts of The Second Year 
Students of SMAN 2 Batam. The research can be conclude that the objective 
of   this   research   was   to   find   out   the   correlation   between   reading 
comprehension and writing ability on descriptive texts of the second year 
students of SMA 2 Batam. The sample of this research was class XI IPA, 
which consist of 30 students. The data were collected by using two kinds of 
test, reading comprehension test and writing test. The result of this research 
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proved that there is a positive correlation between reading comprehension and 
writing ability on descriptive texts. 
Similarity of research study conducted by Yenni Rahmayani, Dra. 
Atni Prawati, M.Ed, Dra. Novitri, M.App.Ling  with this research is same use 
two variable, and the difference is this research uses vocabulary knowledge 
and reading comprehension of descriptive text. 
Third conducted by Helga M. Djuarsa (2017) The Relationship 
Between Vocabulary Knowledge and Reading Comprehension Ability of 
Senior High School Students. The research can be conclude  to investigate if 
there is a strong correlation between vocabulary size and the students’ ability 
to comprehend reading passages by senior high school students in a private 
school in Surabaya. The instrument used in this study is Nation’s Vocabulary 
Level Test (level 3000) and the participants were senior high school students 
in a private school in Surabaya. The result of this research shows that word 
knowledge is important for reading comprehension. 
Similarity of research conducted Helga M. Djuarsa with this research 
are same use two variables and between vocabulary knowledge and reading 
comprehension, and the difference is this research studied in senior high 
school. 
Fourth, study conducted Dilek Karakoça**, Gül DurmuĢoğlu Köseb 
(2017) The impact of vocabulary knowledge on reading, writing and 
proficiency scores of EFL learners. The researcher can be concluded this 
study conducted investigated the relationship between receptive and 
productive vocabulary knowledge, the relationship between receptive 
vocabulary knowledge and reading performance and the relationship between 
8  
 
 
 
 
productive vocabulary knowledge and writing performance using the 
participants‟ scores on vocabulary knowledge tests, a reading exam and a 
writing exam. The results revealed that the students‟ receptive vocabulary 
knowledge was larger than their productive vocabulary knowledge. 
The similarities of  Dilek Karakoça's research ***, Gül DurmuĢoğlu 
Köseb with this research is vocabulary knowledge, the difference is Dilek 
Karakoça   **   variable,   Gül   DurmuĢoğlu   Köseb   using   three   varibles 
vocabulary knowledge on reading, writing and proficiency scores while this 
research variables are vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension. 
B.  Correlation 
 
Correlation studies are used to measure of a relationship between two 
or  more  variables,  gives  an  indication  of  how  one  variable  may  predict 
another.   Donal   Ary  (2010)   state   that   correlation   is   a  technique   for 
determining the covariation between sets of scores; paired scores may vary 
directly (increase or decrease together) or vary inversely (as one increases, 
the other decreases, correlational research is research that attempts to 
determine the extent and the direction of the relationship between two or 
more variables. 
The purposes of correlational studies is to discover relationship 
between  two  or  more  variables.  Relationship  means  that  an  individual‟s 
status on one variable tends to reflect his or her status on the other. In this 
study the  writer  will  use  Pearson  Product-Moment  Correlation.  It‟s  used 
when both the criterion and predictor variable contain continuous interval 
data such as test scores. There are three possible results of a correlation study: 
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a.   Positive correlation: both variables increase order crease at same time. A 
correlation   coefficient   close   to   +   1.00   indicate   a   strong   positive 
correlation. 
b.   Negative  correlation:  indicates  that  as  the  amount  of  one  variables 
increases, the other decreases (and vice versa). A correlation coefficient 
close to - 1.00 indicates a strong negative correlation. 
c.   No  correlation:  indicate  any  relationship  between  two  variables.  A 
 
correlation coefficient of indicates no correlation. 
 
C.  Vocabulary Knowledge 
 
Vocabulary is an important thing to be learnt in learning a language. 
It plays an important role in the four language skills.  As stated by Read John 
(2000:16) as followed: “Vocabulary is knowledge involves knowing the 
meanings of words and therefore the purpose of a vocabulary test into find 
out whether the learners can match each word with synonym, a dictionary- 
tape definition, or an equivalent word in their own language.” 
In learning vocabulary, automatically we have to know the meaning 
of word itself and can use it in sentences.   Wilkins (1972:130) stated that, 
“Target language from the meanings of their nearest equivalent in the mother 
tongue.   It is also learning to make to most appropriate lexical choice for 
particular linguistic and situational context.” 
Edge (1993:27) explained that, “Knowing a lot words in foreign 
language is very important.  The more words we know, better our chance of 
understanding or making ourselves understood.” 
Nation (1990) proposed eight facets of vocabulary knowledge: (1) the 
written form of the word, (2) the spoken form of a word, (3) the associations 
10  
 
 
 
 
the word has with other related words, (4) the stylistic register constraints of 
the word, (5) the frequency of the word, (6) the collocation behavior of the 
word, (7) the conceptual meaning of the word, and (8) the grammatical 
behavior of the word. 
1.   The Definition of Vocabulary 
 
There are many definition taken from some experts about 
vocabulary. According to Richards (2002), vocabulary is one of the most 
obvious components of language and one of the first things applied 
linguists turned their attention to. 
Ratih (2011) states vocabulary is the basis of language there is no 
language without vocabulary. Before mastering the four abilities of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing students must learn the 
components of English such as vocabulary, structure and pronunciation. 
Langan (1995) states a good vocabulary is a vital part of effective 
communication.  A  command  of  many  words  will  make  you  a  better 
writer, speaker, listener and reader. Studies have shown that students with 
strong vocabularies, or studies who work to improve a limited vocabulary, 
are more succesful in school. 
Alexander (1975), in fluency in English, pointed the definition of 
vocabulary is the ability to deduce the meaning of words and phrases 
from a context and the explain them by other words and phrases. 
McCarthy (1994) also says that English vocabulary has a 
remarkabel range, flexibility and adaptability. Thanks to the periods of 
contact with foreign languages and its readiness to coin new words out of 
old  elements.  English  seems  to  have  for  more  words  in  its  core 
11  
 
 
 
 
vocabulary than others languages flexibility and adaptability. Thanks to 
the periods of contact with foreign languages and its readiness to coin 
new words out of old elements. English seems to have for more words in 
its core vocabulary than others languages. 
2.   Kinds of Vocabulary 
 
The characterizing of the word meaning of a word not in items of 
its component features, but in terms of its relationship to other word is 
treated  as  the  analysis  of  lexical  relation.  Based  on  handout  (p.112) 
quoted  by  Cahyani  (2016:  p.14)  in  her  thesis,  The  types  of  lexical 
relations which are usually appealed to can be briefly defined examplified 
this : 
a.   Synonym : is a word which has the same or nearly the same meaning 
as nother . This synonym are two or more forms with very closely 
related meaning, which are often but not always, intersubstitutable in 
sentence. Example of synonym are the pairs : applaud-cheer, brief 
short, bold-brave. 
b.   Antonym: is a word which is opposite in meaning to other word. Two 
forms opposite meaning are called antonyms. Antonym   are futher 
distinguished into two type via, gradable and non gradabe antonym. 
The pairs bad-good and dry-wet are example of the gradable and non 
gradable antonym respectively. A think is not bad must be good, but 
the season which is not wet must be dry. 
c.   Hyponymy:  is  the  relationship  between  two  words,  in  which  the 
meaning of one words includes the meaning of the other. Typical 
examples of such as pairs are: dog-nominal, carrot-vegatable. The 
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concept of inclusion involved here is the idea that if any object is a 
dog, it is necessarily an animal. So the animal is included in the 
meaning of dog, or dog is hyponym of animal. 
d.   Homophony : is used to  describe the relationship between two more 
different forms (written) which have the same pronounciation like the 
pairs : die-dye, curb-verb, key-quay, fore-four, gait-gate. 
e.   Homonym: the term homonym is used when one form (written or 
spoken) has two or more unrelated meaning, examples of homonym 
are  the pairs : lead (first palce of position) lead (of water pipes). Sow 
(adult famale pig) sow (plant). 
3.   The Importance of Vocabulary 
 
Students  use  vocabulary  which  is  arranged  into  sentence  to 
express their opinion, thinking and also idea in their society. They use it 
in   social   communication.   The   other   importance   of   vocabulary   is 
suggested as follows: 
Roger Gower (1995) “Vocabulary is importat to students it is more 
important than grammar for communication purposes, particularly in the 
early stages when students are motivated to learn the basic words they 
need to get by in language. Also, as the lexical system is „open‟ there‟s 
always something new to learn when students have „done‟ the grammar. 
So more advanced students are motivated to add to their vocabulary stock, 
to understand nuances of meaning, to become more proficient in their 
own choice of words and expressions.” 
 
From the explanation above can be said that students should be 
given the vocabulary which was intimately related to the environment and 
the pupils early learn. So that, they to became more proficient in choosing 
and expressing the words. 
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D.  Reading Comprehension 
 
Reading as one of the language skills is an important skill that 
studentsshould master. There are many types of reading. Reading is the 
particular way inwhich reader understands a text or a book. It is the ability to 
understand and to find out the information presented in written form event the 
information is explicitly stated or not in a passage. It is the way to compare 
the  information  with  the  reader’s  own  knowledge.  It  is  also  the  way  to 
interpret the authors’ means. 
Based on Richard (1992: p.302) reading means perceiving a written text 
in order to understand its contexts. This can be done silently. Moreover, 
Hornby (2000: p.104) reading is an action of a person who reads texts by 
reading activities; students are required to have good interaction with the 
texts, and need more attention from the reader in order that students get exact 
or close meaning of the texts as well. 
Reading consists of a variety of activities, sensations, perceptions, 
psychomotor movements, cognitive activities and emotional responses, each 
of which can be further broken down into varying kinds of behavior. There 
are three definitions of reading. The first is pronouncing words, second is 
identifying words and the last is bringing meaning to a text in order to get 
meaning from it. 
Based on the description above, it can be known that reading means 
pronouncing the words, identifying the words and finding the meaning from a 
text in order to get the information from the text. Reading can develop a 
person’s   creativity   because   reading   consists   of   activities,   sensations, 
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perceptions, psychomotor movements, cognitive activities and emotional 
responses. Reading is also the way to interact with the researcher from a book 
or text. 
1.   Definition of Reading 
 
According to Recheck Lost and Learner (1983: 7) quoted by 
Pradana (2011: p.19), in general, reading is  the ability to gather meaning 
from printed symbol. For the beginning reading stage students recognizing 
word and comprehending literal meaning are important components. The 
reading levels for the students are immediate, the definition of reading 
includes a deeper understanding of passages. 
2.   The Purpose of Reading 
 
Based on Widyamartaya (1992: p. 90) quoted by Yani (2013: p.9) a 
person may read for many purposes, and purpose helps to understand more 
what is read by people. If he is reading for pleasure or reading for pure 
recreation and enjoyment, he may read either quickly or slowly based on 
the way he likes or feels. But if reads for studying or setting information 
such news, science or same line, which are part of his study or assignment 
he does it very slowly and carefully. According to Paul S. Anderson (1979: 
p.9) there are seven aims of reading, reading for details and fact, reading 
for main ideas, reading for sequence or organization, reading for inference, 
reading for classifying, reading forevaluating and reading for comparing of 
contest. 
a.   Reading for details and fact is reading to know what is done by the 
subject of the story 
b.   Reading for main ideas is reading to get the problem statement 
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c.   Reading for sequence of organization is reading to know each part 
of the story 
d.   Reading for inference is reading to know what is the writer meant 
by its story 
e.   Reading for classifying is reading to find unusual things 
 
f.   Reading for evaluating is reading to know the value of the story 
 
g.   Reading for comparing or contest is reading to compare the way of 
life of the story with the way of life of the reader. 
3.   Types of Reading 
 
a.   Literal comprehension involves what the author is actually saying. The 
reader needs to understand ideas and information explicitly stated in the 
reading material. Some of this information is in the form of recognizing 
and recalling facts, identifying the main idea, supporting details, 
categorizing, outlining, and summarizing. The reader is also locating 
information, using context clues to supply meaning, following specific 
directions, following a sequence, identifying stated conclusion, and 
identifying explicitly stated relationships and organizational patterns. 
b.   Inferential comprehension deals with what the author means by what is 
said.  The  reader  must  simply  read  between  the  lines  and  make 
inferences about things not directly stated. Again these inferences are 
made in the main idea, supporting details, sequence, and cause and 
effect relationships. Inferential comprehension could also involve 
interpreting figurative language, drawing conclusions, predicting 
outcomes, determining the mood, and judging the author’s point of 
view. 
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c.   Critical comprehension concerns itself with why the author says what 
he or she says. This high level of comprehension requires the reader to 
use some  external  criteria from  his/her own experience in  order to 
evaluate the quality, values of the writing, the author’s reasoning, 
simplifications, and generalizations. The reader will react emotionally 
and intellectually with the material. 
Based on education to conclude, literal, inferential and critical abilities 
reading is what makes a skilled, strong reader. This skill must be learned and 
developed. It does not just happen. With that thought in mind, it has also been 
shown  that  strong  readers  make  good  writers.  Sustained  exposure  to  the 
English language does allow for an expanded vocabulary and knowledge of 
correct grammar usage. When this is combined with literal, inferential and 
critical reading experiences, it enables writers to better express themselves. 
E.  Descriptive Text 
 
1.   Definition of Descriptive text 
 
Based on Gerot and Wignell (1994), descriptive Text is a kind of 
text with a purpose to give information. The context of this kind of text is 
the description of particular thing, animal, person, or others, for instance: 
our pets or a person we know well. It differs from Report which describes 
things, animals, persons, or others in general.The Social Function of 
Descriptive Text is to describe a particular person, place, or thing. 
According to Ploeger, description is used to add details about 
something  physical  like  a  person,  place,  or  thing.  This  method  uses 
sensory language, that is, words that appeal to the five senses: sight, 
hearing, smell, taste and touch. 
17  
 
 
 
 
2.   Generic Structure 
 
Based  on  Hammond  (1992)  the  generic  structure  of  descriptive  text 
consists of identification and description. 
Identification: 
 
Identifies phenomenon to be described. 
Description: 
Describes parts, qualities, characteristics, etc. 
 
3.   Examples of Descriptive Text 
 
BARONG DANCE 
Identification. 
Barong dance-drama is one of the most popular dances in Bali. 
 
Description 
 
The dance enacts a battle between good and evil. The dancers appeal to 
the spirit world during performances. The barong dance-drama is 
believed to exorcise evil spirits from the village. The Barong dance- 
drama depicts a struggle between the witch Rangda and the barong, a 
mythical and benevolent beast. (Mursyid, 2006) 
  
 
 
 
CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
 
This chapter discusses about the research method in the present 
study. It consisted of research design, variable of the study, population and 
sample, research instruments, data collection procedures and data analysis 
procedures. 
A.  Research Design 
 
Research design makes the researcher can answer the question of 
research  as  valid  as,  as  objective  as,  as  precise  as  and  as  efficient  as 
possible. Research design is arranged and done based on full consideration 
in order can produce the empirical clue that has strong relation to the 
research problems. (Kerlinger, 2006: 484) 
A research design is the arrangement of conditions for collection 
and analysis of data in a manner that aims to combine relevance to the 
research purpose with economy in procedure. (Khotari, 2004, p.31) 
According (Arikunto, 2002) research design was plan about how to 
collect data so that the research can do economically and matching with 
objectives of the study. 
In the study, the researcher used quantitative correlation method. 
Quantitative research can be defined as the research method that based on 
the positivism philosophy, it is used to research on the population or define 
sample, the sampling technique generally random, the data collection uses 
instrument is of the research, data analysis is quantitative/ statistic that 
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purposed to exams the hyphothesis that have been stated. (Sugiyono,2007: 
 
p.14) 
 
The  research  design  used  correlation,  based  on  Anafiah  in  her 
thesis (2012) correlation research method is used to asses relationship and 
pattern of relationship among varibles in a single group of subject (Ary, 
2010,p.129). This design effort to measuring the degree of interdependence 
between two variable correlation studies related to the correlation scoring 
between two or more variable. This study involves the measurement of the 
correlation degree. 
B.  Population and Sample 
 
1.   Population 
 
Donald Ary et.al (2010 : 138 ) stated that population is defined as all 
members of any well-defined class of people, events or object 
meanwhile the sample is a part of population. The population of this 
study is eight grade students of SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. 
Table 3.1 
 
Population of Study 
 
Name of School Class Total 
 
 
 
 
 
SMP Negeri 8 
Palangka Raya 
VIII-1 37 
VIII-2 37 
VIII-3 37 
VIII-4 35 
VIII-5 38 
VIII-6 37 
VIII-7 37 
VIII-8 37 
VIII-9 36 
VIII-10 37 
VIII-11 36 
TOTAL 404 
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2.   Sample 
 
Based on Arikunto (2002: p. 112) quoted by Cahyani (2016: p. 32) 
in her thesis, sample is a part of  the population which  is  investigated. 
If the  research subject  less  than 100 is better  to  take all of  it. So,  it 
was regarded  as  a population  research. But  if  the research  subject 
more   than 100, the research can take 10-15% or 20-25% from the 
population. 
In this research, the researcher chose three classes namely : VIII-4 
consist of 35 students, VIII-5 consist of 38 students and VIII-7 consist 
of 37 students from the total population where the students consisted of 
110 students. And the researcher used the random sampling technique 
to get sample. 
C.  Research Instrument 
 
Test used as research instrument.  The test consisted of two kinds, they 
are vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension of descriptive text. 
1.   Type Research Instruments 
 
a.   Vocabulary Knowledge Test 
 
According to Donald Ary et.al (2010 : p.201 ) test is a set of stimuli 
presented to an individual to elicit responses on the basis of which a 
numeral score can be assigned. The test used to know the students‟ 
vocabulary knowledge. It used to assess the eighth grade students‟ 
vocabulary levels because these test had been widely used to find 
vocabulary knowledge. The vocabulary knowledge test cover 47 
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test items included in this test of which form multiple choice with 
four options; A, B,C, or D. 
To  judge  the  students„ grade  and  the  level  of  the  vocabulary 
knowledge, the researcher have used the criteria from the standard 
of evaluation for the students„ score. However, they are simplified 
into five classifications of students„ score (Depdikbud, 2004:10) as 
can be seen in the following table: 
Table 3.2 
 
The Classification of Stundents’ Score of Vocabulary Knowledge 
 
No. Interval Criteria 
1. 86-100 Excellent 
2. 66-85 Good 
3. 46-65 Enough 
4. 26-45 Poor 
5. Under 25 Failed 
 
 
 
b.  Reading Comprehension Test 
 
There are many kinds of test of reading comprehension. In this 
research the researcher used the multiple choice test of descriptive 
text. The test consisted of 35 test items. It was conducted at SMP 
Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. The students chose the correct answer 
based on four options A, B,C, or D. 
2.   Instrument Try Out 
 
Instruments are a number   of   question   to   test   vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension. Before instruments are used, 
the  researcher needs to conduct instrument try out. 
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The purpose is to see whether test (instruments) have fullfied 
characteristic of a good test. Try out is used to measure the suitable 
instrument and the students‟ knowledge. Instrument try out is definitely 
important before the instrument tested to the real sample. The try out 
test used to know the validity and  reliability,  so  the  researcher needs 
to conduct   try   out   before   the   test   given   to   the sample to this 
research. The purpose of instrument try out is in order to validity and 
reliability of the test item. 
The researcher chose 37 the eight grade students (VIII-3) SMP 
Negeri 8 Palangka Raya include 20 male and 17 female to follow the 
try out. The try out had conducted  at SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya. 
The 37 students   did the try out of vocabulary knowledge and 
reading comprehension test. After doing try out, valid items can given 
as the instrument of the study. The steps in carrying out this try out are 
as follows: 
a)  The researcher gave try out to the students. 
 
b)  The researcher collected the answer and gave score to the students 
answer. 
c)  The researcher analyzed  the obtain data to knew the instrument 
validity and realibility. 
d)  After the researcher knew the instruments validity and realibility, 
researcher gave the test to the real sample. 
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3.   Research Instrument Validity 
 
Validity is the most important consideration in developing and 
evaluating measuring instruments. Historically, validity was defined as 
the extent to which an instrument measured what is claimed to measure 
(Ary, 2010, p.225). A test said to be valid when it can measure what is 
intended to be measured. In this research, instrument validity includes 
content validity and construct validity. In this study, the validity was 
classify, face, content and construct. 
a)  Face validity 
 
According to Ary face validity is a term sometimes used in 
connection with a test‟s content (Ary, 2010, p.228). Face validity 
refers to the extent to which examinees believe the instrument is 
measuring what  it  is  supposed  to  measure.  Here the researcher 
would like to measure the students‟ vocabulary knowledge  and 
reading comprehension of descriptive text. 
b)  Content validity 
 
It is especially important for achievements tests. It is also a concern 
for other types of measuring instruments, such as personality and 
aptitude measures (Ary, 2010: p.228). Content validity refers to the 
degree to which the sample of items, tasks, or questions on a test 
representative of some defined universe or domain of content. In 
the present study for the vocabulary knowledge test consist 50 test 
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items, reading comprehension consist 50 test items, it is presented 
by multiple choice about descriptive text. 
c)  Construct validity 
 
Construct validity is a slightly more complex issue relating to the 
internal structure of an instrument and the concept it is measuring 
(Tinambunan, 1988, p.12). In this case, after the instrument is 
constructed on  the aspect that measured  based  on a particulary 
theory, then it is consulted with experts. 
To  calculate the validity of instrument  of  each  item  the 
researcher will use the product-moment formula: 
 
 
 
Where: 
 
rxy      = Coefficient of correlation between x and y variable or 
validity of each item 
N     = The number of students/subjects participating in the test 
Σx       = The sum of score in each item 
Σx2     = The sum of the square score in each item 
Σy       = The sum of total score from each students 
2
 
Σy       = The sum of square total score from each students 
Σxy     = The sum of multiple of score from each student with the 
total score in each item. 
 
4.   Instrument Reliability 
 
Reliability is an index that indicates the extent to which a 
measurement tool is reliable or reliable. When a measuring device is 
used twice or more to measure the same phenomenon and the measured 
result  is  relatively  consistent,  the  measuring  device  is  said  to  be 
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reliable.  In  other  words,  reliability  shows  the  consistency  of  a 
measuring instrument in measuring the same symptoms (Nurul Zuriah, 
2006: 192). 
 
The reliability of the test can be estimated by using the formula: 
 
 
 
[                            ] 
 
 
 
In which : 
 
: The Reliability 
 
:  the number item of the test 
 
: the mean score of the test 
 
: the standard deviation of the test. 
 
D.  Data Collection Procedure 
 
Collecting data is the most important step in conducting the research. 
The procedures of collecting the data of this research involved several 
steps. 
On the first day the researcher had  a vocabulary knowledge test, the 
first data which taken from the technique of vocabulary knowledge the 
students as follow: 
1.   Chose the place of the research. 
 
2.   Ask permission to carry out the research 
 
3.   Create the research instrument. 
 
4.   Conduct the instrument try out in the class that has been detrmined. 
 
5.   Analyzed the result of the study 
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6.   Give  the  students  kinds  of  vocabulary  knowledge  test.  The  test 
consisted 50 multiple choice test (a, b, c, d). 
7.   Ask the students answer the test in certain time. 
 
8.   Check the students answer and give them a score. 
 
9.   Analyzed the data. 
 
On the second day the researcher had a reading comprehension test. The 
last data which will take from the technique of reading comprehension the 
students as follow: 
1.   Chose the place of the research. 
 
2.   Ask permission to carry out the research 
 
3.   Create the research instrument. 
 
4.   Conduct the instrument try out in the class that has been determined. 
 
5.   Analyze the reliability and validity of the try out test. The researcher 
analyze the data obtaine into calculation. To calculate the data, the 
researcher had used SPSS calculation. 
6.   Give the students kind of reading comprehension test. The researcher 
asked students to answers 50 multiple choice questions about 
descriptive text. 
7.   Ask the students answer the test in certain time. 
 
8.   Check the students answer and give them a score. 
 
9.   Analyzed the data. 
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E.  Data Analysis Procedure 
 
The aim of analyzing the data is to find the correlation between 
vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension. The steps of data 
analysis procedure, there are: 
1.   The first analysis data which taken from the technique of vocabulary 
knowledge was calculate the students score of answers test. 
2.   The last analysis data which will take from the technique of reading 
comprehension is calculate the students score of 50 questions multiple 
choice about descriptive text. 
 
To  find  out  the  correlation  coefficient  of  vocabulary  knowledge  and 
reading comprehension of descriptive text test, the researcher had used SPSS 
statistic 22 program. 
 
To find out the correlation coeficient of the vocabulary knowledge and 
reading comprehensin, the researcher taken the product moment formula is as 
follows: 
 
 
 
 
Where 
rxy  = the correlation coeficient between x variable and y variable
 
Σxy = multiplication result between score X dan Y
 
Σx = total value of score X ( Reading Comprehension)
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Σy = total value of score Y ( Vocabulary Knowledge)
 
N = the number of subjec. 
 
Consulting the result of index correlation number “r” product moment 
toward the table of “r” product of result with seeking the degree of freedom (df) 
with the formula as follows: 
df = N – nr 
 
df = degrees of freedoms 
 
N = Number of cases 
 
Nr = the amount of variable. (Sudijono, 2005: p.103) 
 
Next,  the  researcher  checked  the  table  of  product  moment  index  that 
created by Pearson to find the degree of freedom significance level. It was used to 
decide which one hypothesis was accepted, and which one is refused.  If “r” 
observe value was higher than “r” product moment index, Ha is accepted. Mean 
while,  if  the  “r”  observe  is  lower  than  “r”  product  moment  index,  Ho  was 
accepted. 
To know contribution variable X to variable Y, the researcher use the 
following formula: 
KP = r2 x 100% 
Where: 
KP = determinant coefficient score 
 
r2 = correlation coefficient score. (Riduan, 2004: p.138) 
  
 
CHAPTER IV 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
In this chapter, the researcher presents the data which had been collected 
from the research in the field of study which consists of description of the data of 
presentation, research finding and discussion. 
A.  Data Presentation 
 
1.   The Result of Vocabulary Test Score 
 
To get the vocabulary knowledge score, the researcher gave test to the 
students. The multiple choice test consisted of 47 items test. The test was 
conducted to the classes VIII-4, VIII-5 and VII-7 on Monday/ August 6th 
2018,   Tuesday/ August 7th 2018 and Thursday/ August 9th 2018. The 
participant joined the test were 110 students. After that, the researcher 
gave the scores as described in table 4.1. 
Table 4.1 
 
The Result of Vocabulary Test Score 
 
 
 
 
 
Code 
Vocabulary 
 
test (Y) 
 
Y
2 
A1 68.09 4636.25 
A2 25.53 651.78 
A3 82.98 6885.68 
A4 95.74 9166.15 
A5 21.28 452.84 
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A6 95.74 9166.15 
A7 74.47 5545.78 
A8 21.28 452.84 
A9 87.23 7609.07 
A10 42.55 1810.5 
A11 76.6 5867.56 
A12 55.32 3060.3 
A13 65.96 4350.72 
A14 23.4 547.56 
A15 74.47 5545.78 
A16 61.7 3806.89 
A17 93.62 8764.7 
A18 85.11 7243.71 
A19 93.62 8764.7 
A20 97.87 9578.54 
A21 93.62 8764.7 
A22 97.87 9578.54 
A23 97.87 9578.54 
A24 21.28 452.84 
A25 95.74 9166.15 
A26 91.49 8370.42 
A27 55.32 3060.3 
A28 78.72 6196.84 
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A29 57.45 3300.5 
A30 97.87 9578.54 
A31 91.49 8370.42 
A32 23.4 547.56 
A33 40.43 1634.58 
A34 23.4 547.56 
A35 72.34 5233.08 
A36 57.45 3300.5 
A37 72.34 5233.08 
A38 72.34 5233.08 
A39 46.81 2191.18 
A40 95.74 9166.15 
A41 59.57 3548.58 
A42 93.62 8764.7 
A43 93.62 8764.7 
A44 100 10000 
A45 59.57 3548.58 
A46 61.7 3806.89 
A47 82.98 6885.68 
A48 51.06 2607.12 
A49 85.11 7243.71 
A50 74.47 5545.78 
A51 27.66 765.08 
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A52 72.34 5233.08 
A53 46.81 2191.18 
A54 23.4 547.56 
A55 42.55 1810.5 
A56 72.34 5233.08 
A57 78.72 6196.84 
A58 59.57 3548.58 
A59 95.74 9166.15 
A60 51.06 2607.12 
A61 38.3 1466.89 
A62 100 10000 
A63 97.87 9578.54 
A64 44.68 1996.3 
A65 68.09 4636.25 
A66 55.32 3060.3 
A67 31.91 1018.25 
A68 95.74 9166.15 
A69 91.49 8370.42 
A70 72.34 5233.08 
A71 53.19 2829.18 
A72 38.3 1466.89 
A73 31.91 1018.25 
A74 100 10000 
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A75 97.87 9578.54 
A76 46.81 2191.18 
A77 34.04 1158.72 
A78 97.87 9578.54 
A79 51.06 2607.12 
A80 78.72 6196.84 
A81 61.7 3806.89 
A82 97.87 9578.54 
A83 36.17 1308.27 
A84 85.11 7243.71 
A85 95.74 9166.15 
A86 89.36 7985.21 
A87 100 10000 
A88 97.87 9578.54 
A89 36.17 1308.27 
A90 91.49 8370.42 
A91 82.98 6885.68 
A92 87.23 7609.07 
A93 25.53 651.78 
A94 95.74 9166.15 
A95 65.96 4350.72 
A96 44.68 1996.3 
A97 44.68 1996.3 
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A98 100 10000 
A99 100 10000 
A100 38.3 1466.89 
A101 55.32 3060.3 
A102 46.81 2191.18 
A103 97.87 9578.54 
A104 97.87 9578.54 
A105 97.87 9578.54 
A106 95.74 9166.15 
A107 80.85 6536.72 
A108 21.28 452.84 
A109 40.43 1634.58 
A110 87.23 7609.07 
SUM 7580.78 594433.74 
Lowest 
 
Score 
 
21.28 
Highest 
 
score 
 
100 
Mean 68.91 
Standard 
 
Deviation 
 
25.70 
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Based on the calculation variable Y was found ∑Y = 7580.78 and ∑Y2 
 
= 594433,74.  Based on the data above, it was known that the highest score 
was 100 and the lowest score was 21.28. The classification of the students’ 
scores could be seen in table 4.2. 
 
Table 4.2 
 
Distribution of Students’ Vocabulary test Score 
 
 
No Category Frequency 
1 Score 80 – 100 47 
2 Score 70 ≤ 80 13 
3 Score 60 ≤ 70 7 
4 Score 50 ≤ 60 13 
5 Score <50 30 
 Total 110 
 
 
 
Based on the data above, can be seen the variation of scores.  Based on the 
calculation there were forty seven students who acquired score 80 – 100, thirteen 
students who acquired score 70 ≤ 80, seven students who acquired score 60 ≤ 70, 
thirteen students who acquired score 50 ≤ 60 and thirtieth students who acquired 
score < 50. 
After scoring process, it made several groups of the data in some level on 
predicate of score then made percentage by using formula: 
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Where             : 
 
 
S         : Students Score 
 
 
n          : The number of students who got score in a level 
 
 
N         : Total of the students 
 
 
Table 4.3 
 
Distribution Frequency and Presentation Score of the Students’ Vocabulary 
Test Score 
 
No Category Predicate Letter 
 
Value 
Frequency Percentage 
1 Score 80 – 100 Very good A 47 42.73% 
2 Score 70 ≤ 80 Good B 13 11.82% 
3 Score 60 ≤ 70 Fair C 7 6.36% 
4 Score 50 ≤ 60 Poor D 13 11.82% 
5 Score <50 Bad E 30 27.27% 
 Total   110 100% 
Based on the data above, it can be explained that there were  42.73% 
 
students who acquired scores 80-100,  11.82% students who acquired score 70≤ 
 
80, 6.36% students who acquired score 60 ≤ 70,  11.82% students who acquired 
score 50≤60 and there were 27.27% students who acquired score <50. The 
following was chart about the frequency of vocabulary knowledge test scores. 
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Figure 4.1 
 
The Frequency of Vocabulary Knowledge Test Score 
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2.    The Average of The Students’ Vocabulary Knowledge Test Scores 
 
 
To find the average of the students’ vocabulary size test scores, it used the 
formula as follow: 
 
 
 
M = 
 
 
 
 
M = 
 
 
 
Where: 
 
 
M        = Mean 
 
 
∑Y      = the sum of scores 
 
 
N         = number of the students 
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It is known that: 
M        = 68.91 
∑Y      = 7580.78 
 
 
N         = 110 
 
 
As the calculation above, the average scores the students’ vocabulary 
 
knowledge test was 68.91.  Based on the valuation scale used in SMP Negeri 
 
8 Palangka Raya, the average of the students’ vocabulary knowledge test was 
fair criteria. 
 
3.   The Result of Reading Test Score 
 
To get the reading comprehension score, the researcher gave test to 
the students. The multiple choice test consisted 35 item test. The test was 
conducted to the classes VIII-4, VIII-5 and VII-7 on Monday/ August 20th 
2018,   Tuesday/ August 21th 2018 and Thursday/ August 23th 2018. The 
participant joined the test were 110 students. After that, the researcher gave 
the scores as described in table 4.4. 
Table 4.4 
 
 
The Result of Reading Test Score 
 
 
Code Reading 
 
Test (X) 
X
2
 
A1 74.29 5519.00 
A2 40 1600.00 
A3 57.14 3264.98 
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A4 65.71 4317.80 
A5 28.57 816.24 
A6 57.14 3264.98 
A7 57.14 3264.98 
A8 31.43 987.84 
A9 48.57 2359.04 
A10 57.14 3264.98 
A11 48.57 2359.04 
A12 22.86 522.58 
A13 68.57 4701.84 
A14 31.43 987.84 
A15 62.86 3951.38 
A16 42.86 1836.98 
A17 42.86 1836.98 
A18 48.57 2359.04 
A19 37.14 1379.38 
A20 60 3600.00 
A21 57.14 3264.98 
A22 42.86 1836.98 
A23 42.86 1836.98 
A24 25.71 661.00 
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A25 40 1600.00 
A26 40 1600.00 
A27 42.86 1836.98 
A28 80 6400.00 
A29 57.14 3264.98 
A30 37.14 1379.38 
A31 37.14 1379.38 
A32 34.29 1175.80 
A33 31.43 987.84 
A34 25.71 661.00 
A35 80 6400.00 
A36 28.57 816.24 
A37 37.14 1379.38 
A38 37.14 1379.38 
A39 14.29 204.20 
A40 40 1600.00 
A41 37.14 1379.38 
A42 31.43 987.84 
A43 60 3600.00 
A44 60 3600.00 
A45 31.43 987.84 
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A46 34.29 1175.80 
A47 60 3600.00 
A48 31.43 987.84 
A49 51.43 2645.04 
A50 57.14 3264.98 
A51 40 1600.00 
A52 40 1600.00 
A53 28.57 816.24 
A54 31.43 987.84 
A55 37.14 1379.38 
A56 37.14 1379.38 
A57 54.29 2947.40 
A58 28.57 816.24 
A59 51.43 2645.04 
A60 22.86 522.58 
A61 17.14 293.78 
A62 74.29 5519.00 
A63 65.71 4317.80 
A64 48.57 2359.04 
A65 45.71 2089.40 
A66 28.57 816.24 
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A67 11.43 130.64 
A68 62.86 3951.38 
A69 31.43 987.84 
A70 60 3600.00 
A71 60 3600.00 
A72 42.86 1836.98 
A73 31.43 987.84 
A74 37.14 1379.38 
A75 42.86 1836.98 
A76 42.86 1836.98 
A77 34.29 1175.80 
A78 54.29 2947.40 
A79 40 1600.00 
A80 20 400.00 
A81 28.57 816.24 
A82 25.71 661.00 
A83 31.43 987.84 
A84 71.43 5102.24 
A85 51.43 2645.04 
A86 31.43 987.84 
A87 22.86 522.58 
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A88 57.14 3264.98 
A89 22.86 522.58 
A90 71.43 5102.24 
A91 22.86 522.58 
A92 25.71 661.00 
A93 22.86 522.58 
A94 28.57 816.24 
A95 31.43 987.84 
A96 54.29 2947.40 
A97 60 3600.00 
A98 80 6400.00 
A99 42.86 1836.98 
A100 34.29 1175.80 
A101 54.29 2947.40 
A102 71.43 5102.24 
A103 34.29 1175.80 
A104 40 1600.00 
A105 57.14 3264.98 
A106 60 3600.00 
A107 20 400.00 
A108 28.57 816.24 
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A109 65.71 4317.80 
A110 42.86 1836.98 
SUM 4782.88 235593.36 
Lowest 
 
Score 
 
11.43 
Highest 
 
score 
 
80 
Mean 43.48 
Standard 
 
Deviation 
 
15.92 
 
 
 
Based on the calculation Variable X was found ∑X = 4782.88 and ∑X2 
 
=235593.36. Based on the data above, it is known that the highest score was 80 
and the lowest score was 11.43. The classification of the students’ scores could be 
seen in the table 4.5 below: 
Table 4.5 
 
Distribution of Students’ Reading Test Score 
 
No Category Frequency 
1 Score 80 – 100 3 
2 Score 70 ≤ 80 5 
3 Score 60 ≤ 70 14 
4 Score 50 ≤ 60 16 
5 Score <50 72 
 Total 110 
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Based on the data above, can be seen the variation of scores.  Based on the 
calculation there were three students who acquired score 80 – 100, five students 
who acquired score 70 ≤ 80, fourteen students who acquired score 60 ≤ 70, sixteen 
students who acquired score 50 ≤ 60 and seventy two students who acquired score 
< 50. 
After scoring process, it made several groups of the data in some levels on 
predicate of score then made percentage by using formula: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where : 
 
 
S         : Students Score 
 
 
n          : the number of students who got score in a level 
 
 
N         : total of students. 
 
 
Table 4.6 
Distribution Frequency and Presentation Score of the Students’ Reading 
Score Test 
 
No Category Predicate Letter 
 
Value 
Frequency Percentage 
1 Score 80 – 100 Very good A 3 2.73% 
2 Score 70 ≤ 80 Good B 5 4.55% 
3 Score 60 ≤ 70 Fair C 14 12.73% 
46 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 Score 50 ≤ 60 Poor D 16 14.55% 
5 Score <50 Bad E 72 65.45% 
 Total   110 100% 
 
 
 
 
Based  on  the  data  above,  it  can  be  explained  that  there  were  2.73% 
 
students who acquired scores 80-100,  4.55% students who acquired score 70≤ 80, 
 
12.73% students who acquired score 60 ≤ 70,  14.55% students who acquired score 
 
50≤60 and there were 65.45% students who acquired score <50. The following 
was chart about the frequency of reading comprehension test scores: 
Figure 4.2 The following is chart about the frequency of Reading 
 
Comprehension test scores 
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4.   The average of students’ Reading test score. 
 
To find the average of students’ structure test scores, it used the 
formula as follow: 
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Where: 
 
 
M      : Mean 
 
 
X      :  The Sum of the scores 
 
 
N      : Number of students 
 
 
It is known that: 
M      : 43.48 
X1        :  4782.88 
 
 
N      : 110 
 
 
As the calculation above, the average scores the students’ reading test 
was 43.48. Based on the valuation scale used in SMP Negeri 8 Palangka 
Raya, the average of the students’ reading test score was in bad criteria. 
 
B.  Research Finding 
 
1.   Testing of the Normality 
 
It  is  used  to  know  the  normality  of  the  data  that  is  going  to  be 
analyzed whether both groups have normal distribution or not. Because 
of that, the normality test used SPSS 22 to measure the normality of 
the data. Which can be seen as followed: 
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Table 4.7 Normality Vocabulary Knowledge Test Using SPSS 22 
 
One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test 
 
 Unstandardized 
 
Residual 
N 
Normal Parameters
a,b                    
Mean 
 
Std. Deviation 
 
Most Extreme Differences       Absolute 
Positive 
Negative 
Test Statistic 
 
Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) 
110 
 
,0000000 
 
14,87248335 
 
,085 
 
,085 
 
-,035 
 
,085 
,051
c 
a. Test distribution is Normal. 
 
b. Calculated from data. 
 
c. Lilliefors Significance Correction. 
 
 
 
The criteria of the normality test is if the value of (probability 
value/critical value) is higher than or equal to the level of significance 
alpha defined (r > a), it means that the distribution is normal. Based on 
the calculation using SPSS 22 above, the value of (probably 
value/critical value) from vocabulary knowledge in Kolmogorov- 
Smirnov table is higher than level of significance alpha used or r = 
0.051 > 0.05. So, the distribution is normal. It means the students’ 
 
score of vocabulary knowledge is normal distribution. 
 
Table 4.8 Normality Reading Comprehension Test Using SPSS 22 
 
One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test 
 
 Unstandardized 
 
Residual 
N 
 
Normal Parameters
a,b                    
Mean 
 
Std. Deviation 
110 
 
,0000000 
 
23,88449863 
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Most Extreme Differences       Absolute ,086 
Positive ,071 
Negative -,086 
Test Statistic 
 
Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed) 
,086 
 
,044
c 
a. Test distribution is Normal.  
b. Calculated from data.  
c. Lilliefors Significance Correction.  
 
 
 
The criteria of the normality test is if the value of (probability 
value/critical value) is higher than or equal to the level of significance 
alpha defined (r > a), it means that the distribution is normal. Based on 
the calculation using SPSS 22 above, the value of (probably 
value/critical value) reading comprehension in Kolmogorov-Smirnov 
table is higher than level of significance alpha used or r = 0.44 > 0.05. 
So, the distribution is normal. It means the students’ score reading 
comprehension have normal distribution. 
2.   Testing of the Homogeneity 
 
Table 4.9 Homogeneity Test Using SPSS 22 
 
Test of Homogeneity of Variances 
 
Levene Statistic df1 df2 Sig. 
2,310 27 76 ,002 
 
 
The  criteria  of  the  homogeneity test  is  if  the  value  of  (probability 
value/critical value) is higher than or equal to the level significance 
alpha defined (r > a), it means the distribution is homogeneity. Based 
on the calculation using SPSS 22 program above, the value of (probably 
50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
value/critical    value)   from    vocabulary   knowledge    and    reading 
comprehension score of variance in sig column is known that p-value is 
0.002. The data in this study fulfilled no homogeneity since the p-value 
is 0.002 < 0.05. 
3.   Testing of the Linearity 
 
It is used to know the correlation linearity of the data that is going 
to be analyzed between independent and dependent variable. Because 
of that, the test uses SPSS 22 to measure the correlation linearity of the 
data. 
Table 4.10 Linearity Test using SPSS 22 
 
ANOVA Table 
  
Sum of Squares 
 
df 
 
Mean Square 
 
F 
 
Sig. 
vocabula 
 
ry * 
Reading 
Between 
 
Groups 
(Combined) 18537.108 23 805.961 1.297 .195 
Linearity 9798.033 1 9798.033 15.762 .000 
Deviation 
 
from Linearity 
 
8739.075 
 
22 
 
397.231 
 
.639 
 
.883 
Within Groups 53458.221 86 621.607   
Total 71995.329 109    
 
 
 
The criteria of the linearity test is if the value of F and Sig. in the 
line Deviation from Linearity is higher than or equal to the level of 
significance or F (Sig.) > 0.05, it means that the distribution is linear. 
Based on the calculation using SPSS 22 above, the value of F from 
vocabulary knowledge and reading ability is 0.639 and value of Sig. is 
0.883, and analysis above shows that value F is 0.639 with Sig. 0.883 
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higher than level of significance alpha or 0.883 > 0.05 for vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension. So, it can be   concluded that 
correlation between students’ vocabulary knowledge and reading 
comprehension was linearity. 
4.   Data Analysis 
 
To  answer  the  problem  of  this  study  the  Product  Moment 
correlation was applied to test hypothesis as the following prosedures : 
Table 4.11 Distribution Scores Vocabulary Knowledge and 
 
Reading Comprehension 
 
No. Code X Y X² Y² XY 
1 A1 74.29 68.09 5519.00 4636.25 5058.41 
2 A2 40 25.53 1600.00 651.78 1021.20 
3 A3 57.14 82.98 3264.98 6885.68 4741.48 
4 A4 65.71 95.74 4317.80 9166.15 6291.08 
5 A5 28.57 21.28 816.24 452.84 607.97 
6 A6 57.14 95.74 3264.98 9166.15 5470.58 
7 A7 57.14 74.47 3264.98 5545.78 4255.22 
8 A8 31.43 21.28 987.84 452.84 668.83 
9 A9 48.57 87.23 2359.04 7609.07 4236.76 
10 A10 57.14 42.55 3264.98 1810.50 2431.31 
11 A11 48.57 76.6 2359.04 5867.56 3720.46 
12 A12 22.86 55.32 522.58 3060.30 1264.62 
13 A13 68.57 65.96 4701.84 4350.72 4522.88 
14 A14 31.43 23.4 987.84 547.56 735.46 
15 A15 62.86 74.47 3951.38 5545.78 4681.18 
16 A16 42.86 61.7 1836.98 3806.89 2644.46 
17 A17 42.86 93.62 1836.98 8764.70 4012.55 
18 A18 48.57 85.11 2359.04 7243.71 4133.79 
19 A19 37.14 93.62 1379.38 8764.70 3477.05 
20 A20 60 97.87 3600.00 9578.54 5872.20 
21 A21 57.14 93.62 3264.98 8764.70 5349.45 
22 A22 42.86 97.87 1836.98 9578.54 4194.71 
23 A23 42.86 97.87 1836.98 9578.54 4194.71 
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24 A24 25.71 21.28 661.00 452.84 547.11 
25 A25 40 95.74 1600.00 9166.15 3829.60 
26 A26 40 91.49 1600.00 8370.42 3659.60 
27 A27 42.86 55.32 1836.98 3060.30 2371.02 
28 A28 80 78.72 6400.00 6196.84 6297.60 
29 A29 57.14 57.45 3264.98 3300.50 3282.69 
30 A30 37.14 97.87 1379.38 9578.54 3634.89 
31 A31 37.14 91.49 1379.38 8370.42 3397.94 
32 A32 34.29 23.4 1175.80 547.56 802.39 
33 A33 31.43 40.43 987.84 1634.58 1270.71 
34 A34 25.71 23.4 661.00 547.56 601.61 
35 A35 80 72.34 6400.00 5233.08 5787.20 
36 A36 28.57 57.45 816.24 3300.50 1641.35 
37 A37 37.14 72.34 1379.38 5233.08 2686.71 
38 A38 37.14 72.34 1379.38 5233.08 2686.71 
39 A39 14.29 46.81 204.20 2191.18 668.91 
40 A40 40 95.74 1600.00 9166.15 3829.60 
41 A41 37.14 59.57 1379.38 3548.58 2212.43 
42 A42 31.43 93.62 987.84 8764.70 2942.48 
43 A43 60 93.62 3600.00 8764.70 5617.20 
44 A44 60 100 3600.00 10000.00 6000.00 
45 A45 31.43 59.57 987.84 3548.58 1872.29 
46 A46 34.29 61.7 1175.80 3806.89 2115.69 
47 A47 60 82.98 3600.00 6885.68 4978.80 
48 A48 31.43 51.06 987.84 2607.12 1604.82 
49 A49 51.43 85.11 2645.04 7243.71 4377.21 
50 A50 57.14 74.47 3264.98 5545.78 4255.22 
51 A51 40 27.66 1600.00 765.08 1106.40 
52 A52 40 72.34 1600.00 5233.08 2893.60 
53 A53 28.57 46.81 816.24 2191.18 1337.36 
54 A54 31.43 23.4 987.84 547.56 735.46 
55 A55 37.14 42.55 1379.38 1810.50 1580.31 
56 A56 37.14 72.34 1379.38 5233.08 2686.71 
57 A57 54.29 78.72 2947.40 6196.84 4273.71 
58 A58 28.57 59.57 816.24 3548.58 1701.91 
59 A59 51.43 95.74 2645.04 9166.15 4923.91 
60 A60 22.86 51.06 522.58 2607.12 1167.23 
61 A61 17.14 38.3 293.78 1466.89 656.46 
62 A62 74.29 100 5519.00 10000.00 7429.00 
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63 A63 65.71 97.87 4317.80 9578.54 6431.04 
64 A64 48.57 44.68 2359.04 1996.30 2170.11 
65 A65 45.71 68.09 2089.40 4636.25 3112.39 
66 A66 28.57 55.32 816.24 3060.30 1580.49 
67 A67 11.43 31.91 130.64 1018.25 364.73 
68 A68 62.86 95.74 3951.38 9166.15 6018.22 
69 A69 31.43 91.49 987.84 8370.42 2875.53 
70 A70 60 72.34 3600.00 5233.08 4340.40 
71 A71 60 53.19 3600.00 2829.18 3191.40 
72 A72 42.86 38.3 1836.98 1466.89 1641.54 
73 A73 31.43 31.91 987.84 1018.25 1002.93 
74 A74 37.14 100 1379.38 10000.00 3714.00 
75 A75 42.86 97.87 1836.98 9578.54 4194.71 
76 A76 42.86 46.81 1836.98 2191.18 2006.28 
77 A77 34.29 34.04 1175.80 1158.72 1167.23 
78 A78 54.29 97.87 2947.40 9578.54 5313.36 
79 A79 40 51.06 1600.00 2607.12 2042.40 
80 A80 20 78.72 400.00 6196.84 1574.40 
81 A81 28.57 61.7 816.24 3806.89 1762.77 
82 A82 25.71 97.87 661.00 9578.54 2516.24 
83 A83 31.43 36.17 987.84 1308.27 1136.82 
84 A84 71.43 85.11 5102.24 7243.71 6079.41 
85 A85 51.43 95.74 2645.04 9166.15 4923.91 
86 A86 31.43 89.36 987.84 7985.21 2808.58 
87 A87 22.86 100 522.58 10000.00 2286.00 
88 A88 57.14 97.87 3264.98 9578.54 5592.29 
89 A89 22.86 36.17 522.58 1308.27 826.85 
90 A90 71.43 91.49 5102.24 8370.42 6535.13 
91 A91 22.86 82.98 522.58 6885.68 1896.92 
92 A92 25.71 87.23 661.00 7609.07 2242.68 
93 A93 22.86 25.53 522.58 651.78 583.62 
94 A94 28.57 95.74 816.24 9166.15 2735.29 
95 A95 31.43 65.96 987.84 4350.72 2073.12 
96 A96 54.29 44.68 2947.40 1996.30 2425.68 
97 A97 60 44.68 3600.00 1996.30 2680.80 
98 A98 80 100 6400.00 10000.00 8000.00 
99 A99 42.86 100 1836.98 10000.00 4286.00 
100 A100 34.29 38.3 1175.80 1466.89 1313.31 
101 A101 54.29 55.32 2947.40 3060.30 3003.32 
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102 A102 71.43 46.81 5102.24 2191.18 3343.64 
103 A103 34.29 97.87 1175.80 9578.54 3355.96 
104 A104 40 97.87 1600.00 9578.54 3914.80 
105 A105 57.14 97.87 3264.98 9578.54 5592.29 
106 A106 60 95.74 3600.00 9166.15 5744.40 
107 A107 20 80.85 400.00 6536.72 1617.00 
108 A108 28.57 21.28 816.24 452.84 607.97 
109 A109 65.71 40.43 4317.80 1634.58 2656.66 
110 A110 42.86 87.23 1836.98 7609.07 3738.68 
 Total 4782.88 7580.78 235593.36 594433.74 346071.47 
To find out the correlation between vocabulary knowledge and reading 
 
comprehension at SMP Negeri 8 Palangka Raya, this study used Product Moment 
 
Formula by Pearson, as follow: 
 
 
rxy = 
(      )(      )
 
√*               (      )  +*               (      )  + 
 
 
 
From the calculation of variable X and variable Y, it was known that: 
N           = 110 
∑X        = 4782.88 
 
∑Y        = 7580.78 
 
∑X²       = 235593.36 
 
∑Y²       = 594433.74 
 
∑XY     = 346071.47 
 
 
rxy = 
(      )(      )
 
√*               (      )  +*               (      )  + 
 
 
 
 
rxy = 
(                )(                )
 
√*                                     (                )  +*                                      (                )  + 
 
 
 
rxy = 
√(                                                       )(                                                       )
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rxy = 
√(                        )(                  ) 
 
 
 
rxy = 
√ 
 
 
 
rxy = 
 
 
 
rxy =   0.3689075946
 
Based on the manual calculation above, it was found that the rvalue was 
 
0.368. Then the rvalue was consulted with the table of the interpretation 
coefficient correlation r as follows : 
TABLE 4.12 Coefficient Correlation Interpretation 
 
Interval Category 
0.00 – 0.199 Very poor 
0.20 – 0.399 Poor 
0.40 – 0.599 Fair 
0.60 – 0.799 High 
0.80 – 1.00 Very high 
(Teguh, 2013, p.22) 
 
From the table of the interpretation coefficient correlation above, it 
can be seen that the rvalue  (0.368) was at the level “poor” correlation. 
So it means that the correlation between students’ vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension of the sample class is in poor 
correlation. The result of the calculation that is counted by product 
moment above shows that the index of correlation was 0.368. Then, 
the degree of freedom with formula, as follow: 
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df = N – nr, 
 
it was known : N = 110, nr = 2 
df = 110 - 2 = 108 
5.   Correlation    Between    Vocabulary    Knowledge    and    Reading 
 
Comprehension Using SPSS 22 Program 
 
The  researcher  applied  SPSS  22  program  to  calculate  the 
Pearson Product Moment correlation in testing hypothesis of the study 
which the result also supported the result of manual calculation. The 
result of the test using SPSS 22 Program can be seen as follow: 
Table 4.13 Correlation Index used SPSS 22 Program 
 
Correlations 
 
 
 
Reading 
 
Vocabulary 
Reading          Pearson Correlation 
 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
 
N 
1 .369** 
 .000 
110 110 
Vocabulary Pearson Correlation .369** 1 
Sig. (2-tailed) 
 
N 
.000  
110 110 
**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 
From  the  table  above  can  be  seen  that  index  of  product 
moment correlation was 0.369 for 0.01 significance level.  The result 
of the calculation that was counted by the product moment above 
showed that the index of correlation was 0.369.  To prove the value of 
“r” based on the calculation degree of freedom was known that df = 
N-nr, N =100, nr = 2, df=100-2=108. 
Even so, it was known that the result of r observed = 0.369 > 
 
0.2446.  It  can  be  explained  that  the  value  of  r  observed  (0.369) 
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showed positive correlation between vocabulary knowledge and 
reading comprehension in significan level 1%. The following graph 
inform about the combination of ( rtable= 0.2446). So, it was shown 
positive correlation between vocabulary knowledge and reading 
comprehension of eight grade students of SMP Negeri 8 Palangka 
Raya. 
The  scatterplots  of  correlation  betweem  vocabulary  knowledge  and 
reading comprehension can be seen in the figure as follow: 
Figure 4.3 
 
Scatterplots Correlation Between Vocabulary Knowledge and Reading 
 
Comprehension 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And then to know the contribution of the variable X to the variable Y is 
 
used the formula as below: 
 
 
 
KP = r
2 
x 100 % 
 
Where: 
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KP         : determinant coefficient score 
r             : correlation coefficient score 
KP = r
2 
x 100 % 
KP = 0.368
2
x 100 % 
 
KP = 0.135424 x 100 % 
KP = 13.5424% 
So, it means that the variable Y (vocabulary knowledge) gives the 
contribution to the reading comprehension for the Students at SMP Negeri 8 
Palangka Raya on Academic years 2018/2019 is 13.5424%. 
 
To know the value of tvalue is used the formula: 
tvalue  =   
√   
√ 
 
 
Where: 
 
tvalue               : nilai t (value t) 
 
r               : the score of coefficient correlation and 
n               : the number of sample. 
So by using the formula above it was known that: 
𝑟= 0.368
 
n= 110 
tvalue  =   √   
√ 
 
 
tvalue  =           √   
√ 
 
 
tvalue  =                  √   
√
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tvalue = 
√ 
 
 
tvalue = 
 
 
tvalue = 4.112994309
 
Based on the calculation above, α = 0.05 and n = 110 so, df = n - 
 
2 = 110 – 2 = 108 and ttable was 0.1984. So, it can be seen than tvalue   ≥ 
ttable (4.112 ≥ 0.1984), so that the result is the Ha is accepted and Ho is 
rejected. In this case that variable Y vocabulary knowledge have poor 
relationship to reading comprehension of descriptive text. 
C.  Discussion 
 
From the description of the data, it indicates that there was positive 
correlation between vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension. 
The score of correlation  coefficient  obtained  is  0.369  which  is  in  the 
interval of 0.20 – 0.399. Thus, the relationship is categorized into poor. 
Based on data analysis, vocabulary knowledge gives contribution 
 
13.5424% to reading comprehension. The result of product moment 
correlation has shown that the value of rxy  was greater than the value of 
ttable  at 5% and 1% significant levels (4.112 ≥ 0.1984). It means that null 
hypothesis (Ho) was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was 
accepted. 
The result of calculation shows that average score of students’ 
vocabulary knowledge  was  68.91.  And  the  average  score  of  students’ 
reading comprehension was 43.48. In the present study, the result finding 
have  proved   that   there  is   positive  correlation   between   vocabulary 
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knowledge  and  reading  comprehension  with  the correlation  coefficient 
between two variables based on SPSS 22 was 0.369. It means that the 
result of the present study there is poor correlation between vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension even it was poor correlation. 
These findings showed that there was positive correlation between 
vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension even though the interval 
level is poor. Based on some theories, vocabulary knowledge is the aspect 
which is very important to reading comprehension. But in fact, the result of 
this study showing the contradiction to the theories. It was assumed that while 
the students had the test of reading comprehension, the had less concentration 
because of the injections given before the test. Hornby (Chapter II, p. 13) 
stated that while reading activities; students are required to have good 
interaction with the texts, and need more attention from the reader in order 
that students get exact or close meaning of the texts as well. 
Based on Ratih (2011) in the chapter II p.10 vocabulary is the basis 
of language there is no language without vocabulary. Before mastering the 
four abilities of listening, speaking, reading and writing students must 
learn the components of English such as vocabulary, structure and 
pronunciation. So, it is normal that the vocabulary was higher than reading 
because these students are still in the learning phase of English, so indeed 
for reading comprehension it is still bad criteria, because they are still in 
process of knowing foreign language words. 
  
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
 
In this chapter consists of conclusion and suggestion of the study.  The 
researcher explains about the conclusion of the study and some suggestion in 
order to the future researcher better than this study. 
A.  Conclusion 
 
Based on the calculating using SPSS 22 program regression linear and the tes, 
the result shown : 
1. The coefficient correlation between two variables based on manual 
calculation was 0.368 there it was on poor correlation. 
2. There  was  a  positive  correlation  between  vocabulary  knowledge  and 
reading comprehension of students SMP Negeri 8Palangka Raya. The 
data shown that tvalue (4.112) was higher than ttable (0.1984). So, it proved 
that Ha stating that there was correlation between vocabulary knowledge 
and reading comprehension was accepted and Ho stating that there was no 
correlation between vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension 
was rejected. There was a poor positive correlation between vocabulary 
knowledge and reading comprehension with the correlation coefficient 
between two variables based on SPSS 22 was 0.369. It mean that the 
increasing of vocabulary knowledge will be followed by the increasing of 
reading comprehension. On the other hand, decreasing of vocabulary 
knowledge will be followed by decreasing of reading comprehension of 
descriptive text. 
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3. The  score  of  KP  (determinat  coefficient  score)  or  contribution  of 
vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension was 13.5424%. It 
concluded  that  vocabulary  knowlede  gave  contributes  13.5424%  to 
reading comprehension produced by students at SMP Negeri 8Palangka 
Raya. 
B.  Suggestion 
 
According to the conclusion in the result of study, the researcher would like to 
propose some suggestions for the students, teachers and the future researcher 
as follow  : 
1.  For the Students 
 
The students should practice hard to improve their English vocabulary 
knowledge in order  to make them better in reading comprehension. 
2.   For the Teachers 
 
The teacher is a motivator, facilitator and stimulator.  The teachers should 
provide the media or students’ need in order to make them better in study 
especially  emphasize  on  vocabulary  and  reading  comprehension  such 
using variant techniques and methods in teaching the two aspects above. 
3.   For the other or next Researchers 
 
For the next researchers are expected to compose or investigate about 
other skills and components of English.  The researcher also expected that 
the next researchers can use this study as references for their study in the 
future. 
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